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The recruiting movement toward industrial action, which was
expressed in the foimation of the Triple Alliance of Miners,
Railwaymen and Transport Workers shortly before the War,
was still in full swing when the War broke out.

How the IVar Smashed the  Unions

Also the development of modern industry, with its subdivi-
sions of crafts, and its methods of speeding-up, produced the
same tendency toward Industrial Unionism that has been evi-
dent in this country. And as in America, the reactionary form
of Trade-Union organization, and the reactionary policies of
the Trade-Union officials, placed the workers at a disadvantage,
and actually held them back.

At the beginning of the War, the British Government found
that it was necessary above all things to get increased produc-
tion, which was prevented by Trade-Union rules and regula-
tions, made to protect Labor by limiting hours of work The
Government thereupon called in the Labor "leaders," and asked
them to give tip all Union privileges for the duration of the
War.

The Government, solemnly promised that all Union rules and
practices should be completely restored when peace came. "Any
departure during the war from the practice and ruling in the
workshops, shipyards and other industries prior to the war,
shall be only for the period of the war, and must be absolutely
and completely reinstated when the war is over*' Thus said
the Munitions Act.

By the Treasury Agreement of March, 1915, the Unions,,
through their officials, renounced all the essential features of
Trade-Unionism; shop rules and regulations, LTnion practices,
even the right to strike.

The Importance of Labor

In return, the Government invited the Trade Unions to co-
operate with it in making munitions and supplies. Trade Union
officials formed part of Munitions Boards, sat upon Government
Commissions and Tribunals, and were treated with the greatest
respect In time of crisis the Government discovered that the
industrial workers were of supreme importance; while on the
other hand, the capitalists proved themselves practically inca-